Washoe County Environmental Strategies Meeting

Meeting Recap 
January 28, 2010
9 am to 11 am

Join Together Northern Nevada

1325 Airmotive Way, Suite 325

Reno, NV 89502
In Attendance:

Christine Adams, Red's Little Waldorf

Stephanie Asteriadis, NPRC

Sandra Barboza, WCSO

Michelle Barthuly, UNR

Kathy Bartosz, Statewide EUDL Coordinator

Pat Dyer, Sparks PD

Linda Kreeger, SAPTA

Bev Lassiter, Big Brothers Big Sisters

Jim Linscott, Shop N Go

Manuel Mederos, Pikkante Skateboards

Carol Millie, UNR Student Services

Eric Ohlson, JTNN

Debbie Penrod, UNR PD

Kevin Quint, JTNN

Jennifer Snyder, JTNN

1. Welcome and introductions

Kevin welcomed everyone and introductions were made.
2. Review last meeting (November 6, 2009)
The recap of the November meeting was made available and reviewed.
3. Follow up items:

a. Marijuana legalization efforts:  Kevin announced that this will most likely be on the Nevada ballot in 2012. 
b. Parent University:  This event was held in November in Carson City.  Kathy attended as this could be a useful tool in our efforts to better engage parents in our efforts.  She said that the model used in Carson City is school based so if we want to move forward with this kind of an idea, we should work with the Washoe County School District.  Stephanie may have some grant information that would help fund these efforts.  She will forward that to Kevin.  In addition, it was discussed that we could educate retailers about parent issues.  This could be one of our themes for Alcohol Awareness Month (April).  Everyone agree to come to the next meeting with ideas.  It was agreed that we need to go to where the parents are.  On the school level, we can target back to school nights, parent nights, etc.
c. AB 432 and mobilizing to meet the need:  Kathy recapped this bill and the progress that has been made in training servers and retail clerks.  Kevin asked how law enforcement is doing in enforcing this and it was stated that law enforcement is still waiting for an MOU from the Department of Taxation.  Kathy will follow up on that.
d. How we can partner with “Never Drive Drunk” :  Christine has met with owner Barney Johnson to express concerns about their marketing.  Carol stated that their program doesn't see a strong connection between what they do and what "Never Drive Drunk" does in terms of the harm reduction message.  Kevin is in contact with Barney.
e. Follow up on student intern work with special events involving alcohol:  Eric reported on the work done by student intern Deena Smouts last semester.  He will be meeting with her to continue this conversation.
f. Discussion on Amendment 21 and Bullys:  Eric talked with Sgt. Venzon at Reno PD SET about Amendment 21's reputation for serving underage patrons.  The Downtown Improvement Association may get involved in that situation.
g. Smoker’s corner at North Valleys School:   Manuel reported that the North Valleys High School "smoker's corner" has been closed.  JTNN will still send a letter thanking the District for taking this action.
4. Discussion on what should our message be on underage drinking? “Responsible drinking is not drinking until age 21…”
Bev said that there are many messages that we could use and that we would be wise not to settle on just one.  The group discussed and generally agreed on the fact that finding messages that emphasize legal, healthy, safe, etc. are the way to go.  
5. Discussion on developing a “tag line” for the Environmental Strategies Group
"Helping you to define responsible drinking..." is one option that the group came up with.  Manuel suggested that we think about including tobacco and other drugs.  The group is more minded toward underage drinking prevention.  Kevin will email everyone for ideas for a tagline.

6. Alcohol DVD
Linda reported on a meeting between several partners from the Environmental Strategies group.  The group identified several topics that could be addressed in the Alcohol DVD.  The group is looking at getting the DVD out in February or March.  Linda will send a "to do" list out.
7. Parents giving their children alcohol

a. How young is too young?

b. Policy at restaurants

c. What are we doing on this now? What should we be doing?
This item was tabled.

8. Report on retailer training program
This item was tabled.

9. Discussion on social host ordinance strategies
Sparks is still working on this.  Kathy will send info to Sgt. Dyer.

10. Report on non profit events and alcohol

Bev and Kevin reported that JTNN and Big Brothers Big Sisters are working with several non profits to develop guidelines for serving alcohol at fundraisers and events.
11. Update on SPF SIG projects and sustainability after 6/30/10
Linda briefly updated the group.  She reviewed all of the contractual scopes of work and that they are all on track.  She is working on a plan of action for spending funds out on time.  Carol talked about expanding BASICS to the local courts with underage drinkers who are not students.  She and Linda are working with Matt Fisk of the Reno Municipal Court.
12. Report on DICCCE Program
Kathy and Carol will generate a report and send to Kevin for distribution.  Carol did talk about their use of funds to help Starbucks extend their hours on campus and to create more late night activities.
13. Report on law enforcement activities in Reno, Sparks, and Washoe County
Pat reported that Sparks performed 13 compliance checks with no citations.  The MIP numbers are similar for 07, 08, and 09.   The Nugget is policing themselves due to external compliance checks.  Sparks PD will do a compliance check there this weekend.

Sandra reported that WCSO is performing underage operations twice a month.  They went to 18 establishments and cited 9.  They are planning shoulder tap operations, as well.
14. Report on BASICS, Real Bar, and UNR environmental strategies
Carol reported.  There have been 195 BASICS participants this school year.  She also mentioned that we need to add the Grand Sierra Resort's Extreme Bar as a problem bar.
15. Update on UNR football and alcohol
Incidents were way down in 09 and there is an apparent positive shift in attitude in relation to drinking at games.  Debbie will supply stats for the next meeting.
16. Announcements and other items
Jim Linscott talked about the goals of the retail group that he's involved in and how our two groups can work together.

17. Set next meeting and Adjourn
Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday March 4th at 9 am.

