Washoe County Environmental Strategies Meeting

Meeting Agenda 
November 6, 2009
9 am to 11 am

Join Together Northern Nevada

1325 Airmotive Way, Suite 325

Reno, NV 89502
In Attendance:
Christine Adams, Red's Little Waldorf Saloon

Evelyn Allen, Quest Counseling

Leah Butterworth, UNR

Barney Johnson, Never Drive Drunk

Nitin Kohli, Sierra Nevada Journeys

Bev Lassiter, Big Brothers Big Sisters

Linda Lang, JTNN

Manuel Mederos, Pikkante Skateboards/JTNN Board

Carol Millie, UNR

Kevin Quint, JTNN

Devon Rightmire, Never Drive Drunk

Mark Schloss, Red's Little Waldorf Saloon

Mary, Never Drive Drunk

1. Welcome and introductions

Kevin welcomed everyone and introductions were made.
2. Review last meeting (October 8, 2009)

The recap of the 10/8 meeting was made available and briefly reviewed.
3. Follow up items:

a. Marijuana legalization efforts:  This will probably be on the ballot in 2012.  We will keep it on the agenda and continue to monitor the issue.
b. Parent University:  Parent University is being held in Carson City on November 14th.  We will get a full report from Eric Ohlson and Kathy Bartosz at the next meeting.
c. AB 432 and mobilizing to meet the need:  Linda provided a brief update.  The MOU between law enforcement and the Department of Taxation is still being negotiated.  Once this is complete, we will need to make sure that we access media channels to insure that the word is out that all alcohol retailers and bars/clubs must be in compliance with having their people trained in not serving or selling to underage persons.
4. Special events and alcohol policy in Washoe County
Bev reported that Big Brothers Big Sisters is working with 5 non profits to establish recommendations on events and alcohol.

5. Discussion on Amendment 21 and Bullys

Carol mentioned concern about Bullys' and Amendment 21 marketing in the community.  Amendment 21 is blatantly allowing persons under 21 into their establishment.  Bullys has a slogan, "Drink 'til you puke."  Both are inappropriate in their advertising.  We need to reach out to both organizations about their marketing practices.  Charlene has reached out with the Real Campaign but has had no response.  The next step with Amendment 21 could be focused on enforcement.  Linda will call Commander Struffert for data and then call Sgt. Venzon of the SET in relation to Amendment 21's practice of serving those who are under 21.  We need to talk more about the issue related to Bullys' advertising.
6. What should our message be on underage drinking?

The group held a lengthy discussion on this question.  One suggestion was, "Underage drinking is illegal, and here are the consequences."  It was suggested that we keep in mind the audience we're talking with and to break down the message in that manner.  It was stated that we need to go beyond, "Drink responsibly."  Another message could be, "Don't drink until you're 21."  We could do more to define what responsibility means (i.e. not drinking until age 21).  We need to present an alternative to drinking for underage people.  It was suggested that we take the topic a step further and educate while encouraging enforcement.  Other suggestions included providing tools for parents, community, etc.  We need prevention and intervention services.  No consensus reached but we'll return to this next time.
7. Presentation from “Never Drive Drunk”

Barney Johnson of "Never Drive Drunk" presented.  They have 3 projects, which include the ride services for those who are intoxicated, the "car topper," and a foundation.  They would like to work in various communities in northern Nevada and want to partner with various establishments to get people who have been drinking home safely.  They'd like to use their foundation to educate youth and aim to provide knowledge to youth on how to help each other and to hold each other accountable.  The group provided Barney some feedback on some of their advertisement strategies and concerns related to their approach and content.  We all talked about whether ride services should be provided to persons under 21.  
Kevin asked about next steps.  Linda suggested that we take some time due to credibility issues and to see if our missions mesh.  Evelyn said that she thinks we should involve them in the Environmental Strategies Group and see how we can partner together.

8. How about our name?  Can we do better?
Kevin brought up the name of this group (Environmental Strategies Group) and whether we want to consider changing our name.  Feedback from the Group is that our name is fine but we may want to consider adding a "tag line."

9. Alcohol DVD

Linda will have information on this for the next meeting.
10. Discussion on Smokers’ Corner issues

Manuel is asking us to support his efforts with the WCSD.  We can send North Valleys School a letter stating that we support shutting down “smoker’s corner.”  Kevin will write a letter and send out to the group as a draft with names of all represented organizations on the letter.
11. Report on retailer training program
Evelyn presented a brief report.
12. Discussion on social host ordinance strategies
Tabled.
13. Update on SPF SIG projects and sustainability after 6/30/10
Tabled but will be discussed in more depth at the next meeting.

14. Report on DICCCE Program
Carol and Leah made a brief report.
15. Report on law enforcement activities in Reno, Sparks, and Washoe County
No report.

16. Report on BASICS, Real Bar, and UNR environmental strategies
Carol made a brief report.

17. Update on UNR football and alcohol
No report.

18. Announcements and other items
None.

19. Set next meeting
December 17, 2009 at 9 am.

20. Adjourn
Adjourned at 11 am.

